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MAGNET Cooperative and Vivosonic Inc. Announce Partnership

AurixTM Newborn Hearing Screening System – See it. Try it. Believe it.
October 24, 2011 - Vivosonic Inc., a leading manufacturer of advanced audiological equipment for newborn hearing screening and hearing diagnostic testing, is pleased to announce a partnership with the Mid-Atlantic Group Network of Shared Services Cooperative (MAGNET), one of the largest non-profit group purchasing organizations (GPO) in the U.S. A Sole Source Agreement is in place to offer participating facilities the latest in newborn hearing screening technology – AurixTM Newborn Hearing Screening System – at the best possible volume pricing.

Screening all newborns for hearing loss is critical for early hearing detection and intervention. This activity can be a costly proposition when rescheduling and rescreening become commonplace. AurixTM is the most advanced automated auditory brainstem response (AABR) system available on the market today. This advanced technology dramatically reduces the need to reschedule testing because a baby is awake, and reduces the need to rescreen due to false positive results. In addition, less variability in test time facilitates scheduling with greater accuracy. These advantages translate to significant time-savings, direct cost-savings, and a better screening experience. Under the Agreement, MAGNET Cooperative and its Member Organizations (JP, CSC, CHA SSP, HCSC, SOHCA, and PhyndUsTM) will offer this premium product to participating facilities.

Clinical data show the practical advantages of AurixTM over other AABR screeners, including the ability to reliably screen awake and stirring babies, and high-risk babies in the NICU. Using Kalman Weighted Averaging and proprietary technology, AurixTM provides superior response detection and better handling of myogenic artifact. On average, screening time is two minutes per ear. The system is designed for use in the NICU where other devices perform poorly due to high magnetic and electrical interference. Wireless capabilities provide convenience and flexibility that enable operators to screen newborns with ease. Hospitals that have replaced their current equipment with AurixTM have experienced no down time as they smoothly transition technicians from their current equipment to AurixTM. 

“Vivosonic is excited by this opportunity to partner with MAGNET and its Member Organizations to offer our AurixTM Newborn Hearing Screening System,” says Mike Schnekenburger, Vivosonic’s Chief Operating Officer and General Manager. “Both MAGNET and Vivosonic are committed to delivering reliable, high quality products and services to healthcare providers. We anticipate that participating facilities will benefit greatly from this close working relationship. We encourage newborn hearing screening programs to see AurixTM in action to appreciate its unique advantages.”

Vivosonic is also the manufacturer of the Integrity System for advanced hearing diagnostic testing. It is the first AEP/OAE system that reliably performs ABR diagnostics without sedation or anesthesia, and enables testing of difficult-to-test patients, providing a cost-effective alternative to conventional ABR practices. Newborn hearing screening programs report that IntegrityTM enables timely diagnostic testing and intervention, and significantly reduces loss to follow-up rates.

The spirit of innovation, research and engineering is at the heart of every Vivosonic product. Vivosonic's patented and award winning technologies allow for superior overall performance in clinical results, patient care and economic efficiency. Advanced technologies address the clinical challenges of practitioners, and improve patient care and safety. The Customer Support team continues to be recognized for providing exceptional service. Headquartered in Toronto, Canada, the company is ISO 13485 certified. Vivosonic products are marketed and sold globally.
Contact:
Vivosonic Inc.
Donna Lakshman, National Sales Manager
Tollfree +1 877 255 7685
donna.lakshman@vivosonic.com
www.vivosonic.com
#####

About MAGNET 

Mid-Atlantic Group Network of Shared Services Cooperative (MAGNET) is one of the oldest, largest and most experienced shared service organizations in the country. MAGNET, founded in 1979, is the “Other GPO” serving through its GPO member groups approximately 9,500 providers. The groups offer healthcare providers MAGNET vendor contracts that fill the need for delivering quality patient care at the best possible pricing. The member groups are Joint Purchasing Corporation (JPC), Creative Source Concepts, Inc. (CSC), Connecticut Hospital Association Shared Services Program (CHA SSP), Hospital Central Services Cooperative, Inc. (HCSC), and Southwest Ohio Health Care Affiliates, Inc. (SOHCA), and its newest member PhyndUs™.
JPC/CSC

Joint Purchasing Corporation (JPC) was established in 1922, and along with its subsidiary, Creative Source Concepts (CSC) are founding members of MAGNET. They proudly extend the MAGNET developed vendor cost saving contracts that meet the continuing demand of facilities and providers for quality care at affordable costs. 

CHA SSP
The Connecticut Hospital Association (CHA) Shared Services Program (SSP) is one of the oldest hospital association-based programs in the United States. Since 1964, CHA SSP has added MAGNET contracts to its portfolio of customized, flexible programs to fit members’ individual needs. 

HCSC

Hospital Central Services Cooperative, Inc. (HCSC) is a non-profit cooperative. Founded in 1969, HCSC is

well into its fifth decade of service to healthcare. HCSC strives to provide MAGNET contracts to generate cost savings for its members and improve the quality of healthcare.
SOHCA

Southwest Ohio Health Care Affiliates, Inc. (SOHCA) is a wholly owned subsidiary of the Greater Dayton Area Hospital Association (GDAHA). The group currently specializes in local contracts that result in better pricing being negotiated than currently available through participant facility’s national group contract affiliations. 
PhyndUs™

PhyndUs™ is a vendor supported, interactive facilitator search site focusing on the symbiotic relationship between physicians/medical facilities, consumers/patients and product/service companies.

Phyndus™ is built around a national registry of physicians and medical facilities, a Physician Buyers Group and a separate Consumer Buyers Group.
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